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Moderated by Navy Capt. Tim Taylor, director, DoD Press Operations.)

Taylor: Good afternoon. We have on the phone with us, from aboard the USS Russell, near Diego Garcia, three
people: Captain William Steele -- that's all "E's" -- S-T-E-E-L-E, who was the mission commander of the B-1.
We have Commander Hank Miranda -- M-I-R-A-N-D-A -- who is the commanding officer of USS Russell.
And we have Lieutenant Dan Manetzke, who was the officer in charge of a small boat that actually went from
the ship to pick up the B-1 crew.

We may be joined in progress, as they say, by a representative from the KC-10, the Air Force aircraft that
orbited overhead as some of these events were transpiring.

I'm going to ask the people from the ship to make --
Q: For clarification, is Captain Steele the pilot --

Taylor: Captain Steele is the misson commander, yeah.
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Q: Ishe also the pilot?

Taylor: Captain Steele, are you also the pilot?

Steele: Yes, | am.

Taylor: Okay. We're going to have -- I'm going to ask them to make brief statements. First, Captain Steele from
the aircraft, then Commander Miranda, then Lieutenant Manetzke. Then, after they make their statements -- I've
just asked them to tell alittle bit about what they did, what they saw, what they felt, that sort of thing. Then --
we'll do all three of those statements, and then there'll be an opportunity for you to ask some questions.

And I'd like to remind each of you to wait for the microphone, and also to identify yourselves when you ask the
guestion, and if it's for a particular person, that you addressit accordingly.

Now, I'mtold the ship isright outside the harbor at Diego Garcia, and they'd like to get on with their business,
so | promised that we'll move through this smartly.

So first up, Captain Steele, mission commander of the B-1.

Steele: Well first off, 1'd like to say I'm thankful that the entire aircrew got out safely, are al doing well. Next,
I'd like to thank the aircrew of the KC-10 that helped recover us safely and the crew of the USS Russell. You
did an outstanding job, everybody.

Taylor: Captain Steele, sir, can you speak alittle more slowly?

Steele: We just want to be sure we can hear you clearly.

Steele: Okay. Do you need me to repeat what | just said?

Taylor: Yes, that's much better right now. Thank you. Please repeat what you just said.

Steele: Okay.

First, I'm thankful that the entire aircrew was able to bail out safely. We're al doing very well. I'm also thankful
for the KC-10 aircrew, who did an outstanding job helping to get us recovered quickly, and the crew of the USS
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Russell. Everybody did an outstanding job. It was by the book.
(Pause.)

Taylor: Captain Steele?

Stecle: Yes?

Taylor: Were you finished?

Steele: I'm done.

Taylor: Okay.

Commander Miranda.

Miranda: Y es, Commander Miranda here.

| just wanted to say that the crew of USS Russell did everything by the book. We were here on our deployment
mission. And when we heard that the aircraft was missing, we did al the proper procedures and went to the area
that we thought it would be -- around the area that we thought it would be located. And we had our boat to the
water as soon as possible. We made best speeds to the location and we picked up the pilots.

Like Captain Steele said, everything worked like clockwork. It was a very good team effort by the Air Force
and the USS Russell here in this very remote area. And we're very thankful that the crew is all safe. That
completes my statement.

Taylor: For those of usin the room here, there's alittle bit of alag. We have to be careful to wait in between
speakers.

Next, Lieutenant Dan Manetzke.
Manetzke: Lieutenant Dan Manetzke here. Just to echo what the captain said, it was professionally -- the whole

Situation was taken care of very professionally. The crew is trained to respond at quick notice when something
like this happens. It was great to get in the rig and proceed out to the site and find all four pilots alive and well.
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Everybody did their job by the book. That's the end of my statement.
Taylor: Okay. Has the KC-10 joined us? KC-10? No. New airplane. No? Okay.
First question from -- well just identify yourself, please.

Q: ThisisBob Burns from Associated Press. | have a question for -- a couple questions for Captain Steele, if
you would. Could you tell us, for starters, were you en route to Afghanistan, and did you manage to release
your bombs after you declared the emergency? And can you tell us what the emergency was?

Steele: All | can say is | was flying a normally-scheduled mission in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
And asfar as the aircraft malfunctions, we had multiple malfunctions. The aircraft was out of control, and we
all had to gject.

Taylor: One second. | think the -- Captain Steele, | think the first part of what you said did not come through
very clearly. If you could -- | apologize, but if you could say that over again and try to speak slowly and maybe
directly into -- more directly into the handset, please, sir.

Steele: Okay. Asfar as our mission, it was a normal, scheduled mission in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom. | don't think I'm at liberty to say whether we were coming or going from Afghanistan. The cause for
our airmen to gect was multiple aircraft malfunctions which rendered the aircraft uncontrollable, so we al had
to gect.

Q: Captain, were any of your --

Taylor: Could you identify --

Q: Thisis Jm Garamone from American Forces Press Service. When you gjected, did any of your crew suffer
any kind of injuries at all?

Steele: Yes. Minor injuries. | will say that going through an gection like that is about the most violent thing I've
ever felt. We're all pretty bruised up and have some cuts, but overall we're doing very well.

Q: Thisis Pam Hess with United Press International. Could you tell us how soon after you took off that you
experienced this malfunction and how long you spent in the water? And how did you communicate with the
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KC-10 or the ship your location?

Steele: Well, I'm not going to discuss any mission-related information. | will say we were in the water for
approximately two hours. And far as communicating with the KC-10 and the ship, we all carry our survival
vests and a seat kit, which contains radios and several marking devices, so that everybody can see us.

Q: Captain Steele, thisis Barbara Starr with ABC News. Can you describe for usjust alittle bit more what you
mean by the aircraft being out of control? How did the malfunction emerge, and what portions of the aircraft
were out of control? For example, did you start to spin, or what exactly happened?

Steele: I'm sorry. I'm not going to go into great detail on that. Basically, we had multiple aircraft system
malfunctions, which made it impossible for usto fly the aircraft.

Q: Captain, thisis Bruce Rolfton from Air Force Times. Two questions. How long was it between the time you
declared the in-flight emergency to the time you gjected, and then, could you describe the gection process, and
once you were in the water, how far the four crew members were apart? Thank you.

Steele: We had declared the emergency about 15 minutes prior to us having to eject.

The gjection sequence worked very well in the B-1. Each crewmember sits on an Aces-11 gection seat, which is
the best in the world. But several five-second events have to go on to get us out of the aircraft; hatches have to
go off the aircraft, and eventually, our seat fires, and we exit the aircraft. And basically, once you pull the
gjection handles, everything is automatic: 1'm gjected out of the aircraft, my parachute opens automatically, my
seat kit deploys with my life raft. So everything worked as it should have for me.

Q: Captain, thisis Steve Vogel with the Washington Post. After you declared the emergency, you had turned
the aircraft around. And were you trying to do an emergency landing at Diego Garcia? And also, could you
describe the situation in the water? Were there any dangers immediately present, any sharks or anything that
that you were aware of?

Steele: We were attempting to land at Diego Garcia. In the water, no, we didn't see any hazards, no sharks or
anything like that that we saw. Actually, it was kind of comfortable. It was nice warm water.

Let me go back to a question that was asked earlier on. We were separated far enough that | could only see one
other of the crew members. | was able to link up with one, and he was the only one that | saw until we were all
picked up. And, well, | was thankful to see everybody did get picked up.
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Q: Can you tell usfromwhat atitude you gjected? And how long did it take to hit the water?
Steele: Probably 15,000 feet.

Q: Yeah. Thisisfor Commander Miranda. Were there any particular challenges that the Russell faced in either
getting to the site or coordinating the rescue effort? Could you describe that alittle bit for us, just exactly how
all of that worked?

Miranda: Y eah. As soon aswe lost radar contact with the aircraft we immediately went to the aircraft that were
inthe areaat the timeto try to locate -- to see if there was any life that they could see. The areathat they are --
went down in was a particularly shallow area. And we had to navigate very carefully. We brought the ship as
close as possible to where we thought the aircraft or the downed pilots were. And we had to put our boatsin the
water to actually make the recovery about seven miles away from the ship. So that was the big challenge there,
was the particular spot where the pilots went down.

Q: Thisis Jim Mannion from AFP. It's a question for both Captain Steele and Lieutenant Manetzke.

First of all, Lieutenant, when you actually pulled these people out of the water, what was their reaction? What
did they say to you? | mean, were they -- did they say anything at all? Were they cheering, whatever?

And basically the same question to Captain Steele.

Manetzke: It's Lieutenant Dan Manetzke. When we arrived on the scene and met up with the pilot, our first
response, obviously, was to make voice contact with them and make sure that they're okay medically, and
everything looked good there. Y ou know, we needed to get them in the small boat -- gathered up and in the
small boat. Basically, | think they were just as happy to see us as we were to see them.

Steele: Thisis Captain Steele. | haveto say, I've got to disagree alittle bit on that last part. | think we were
much happier to see them than they were to see us! (Chuckles.)

| don't think we said too much. We shook hands with the crew members on the boat. And we're all professionals
here, so we just didn't have much to say besides big smiles, "thank you," and shake a hand.

Q: Thisisfor Captain Steele. Toby Zakaria with Reuters. Were any of the multiple malfunctions on the bomber
caused by enemy fire of any kind?
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Steele: No, they were not.

Q: Thisis Sandra Jontz with "Stars and Stripes." Captain Steele, how soon will you and your crew get back to
work?

Steele: Right now I'm pretty sore, and I'm not sure how long the Air Force is going to keep me down. But I'm
ready to fly as soon as I'm able.

Q: Thisisfor Captain Steele. Have you flown missions into Afghanistan before? I'm guessing this was not your
first mission.

And for the Navy folks, could you describe what you saw of the plane wreckage? Was it in pieces or wasit in a
large piece or was it sunk?

Steele: Thisis Captain Steele. Yes, I've flown several missions into Afghanistan before. Thisis not my first.

Manetzke: Thisis Lieutenant Manetzke. It was dark. It was about 1:00 or 2:00 in the morning here when all this
took place. And we saw no wreckage or anything like that in the water.

Q: Captain Steve (sic) -- Captain Steele, thisis Steve Vogel with the Washington Post again. How has the B-1B
been holding up during the Operation Enduring Freedom?

Have you experienced many maintenance problems with the aircraft, or have they been flying pretty well?

Steele: The B-1 has been doing outstanding since we've been here. We have a very high mission-capable rate
and very few systems malfunctions. It's an outstanding aircraft; just sometimes things go wrong.

Q: Commander Miranda, what was the USS Russell doing at the time this emergency came in? 1 don't know if
you were there permanently as a search-and-rescue capability or you had other businessin the area. Thank you.

Miranda: Our mission in the area was to monitor aircraft coming in and out of Diego Garcia, and also to
provide any assistance for any aircraft in the area.

Q: Captain Steele, thisisBob Burns from AP. Are you and the other crew members from the 28th Bomb Wing
at Ellsworth, or could you tell us where you're based?
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Steele: Y eah. Two of us are from the 28th Bomb Wing at Ellsworth, and the other two are from Mountain
Home Air Force Base in Idaho.

Q: We heard you just say two from Ellsworth and two from Mountain Home?
Steele: That's correct.

Q: Thisisfor Captain Steele. Thisis Tony Capaccio with Bloomberg News. Can you give us a sense of how the
crew felt as you felt the plane go out of control, you had to parachute and hit the water? Was there any panic,
distress, or how did you feel?

Steele: | actually wasn't scared at the time. | was just trying to go through al the emergency proceduresthat |

could and then do my gjection sequence properly. | wasn't scared until | was actually in the chute on my way

down, because at the time of the accident, | was just trying my best to save the aircraft and the aircrew and do
my job.

Q: Captain Steele, thisis Jim Garamone again. Have you been able to tell your families you're all right?
Steele: | have not yet been able to. | understand they are being called, though, by the Air Force.

Q: Chris Wright from Fox News Channel, for Captain Steele. Can you tell us about the actual gjection? Do you
al gect at the same time, all four of you? And what did it feel like? What was the attitude of the aircraft when
you punched out?

Steele: The way the B-1 gjection system works, you don't exactly go out all at the same time. It's sequenced to
avoid interactions between hatches and seats and everything. However, it isvery -- it reacts very quickly, and
you get all four crew members out in just a matter of seconds.

Asfar as anything relating to the mishap there and the attitude of the aircraft, I'm not going to speak of at this
time.

Taylor: Okay. I'm told now that we have also on the phone Mgor Brandon Nugent, who is the mission
commander of the KC-10. Sir, first, if | don't have your name right, please correct it. And then, sir, if you could,
please just tell us alittle bit about what you heard and what you saw and what you did today.

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Dec2001/t12122001_t1212b1.html 12/14/2001



DoD News: Telephone Interview with Air Force and Navy Officersin B-1 Rescue Page 9 of 13

Nugent: Okay. Y ou got my name right, and we were taking off on a completely unrelated mission. As we were
proceeding out, we heard the aircraft in distress returning to land, and we knew that they had a problem. The
last thing we heard was that they were going to circle over the field and burn down some fuel. We didn't hear
from them for a few minutes after that, and then we started picking up a emergency locator transmitter. We
reported that, and after it was determined that they were out of radio contact, we then proceeded to the last
known coordinates of the aircraft and started to search for them.

| would like to just say that my crew was outstanding. Captain Dali was the other pilot on board, and he has
extensive training in search and rescue from previous aircraft experience. And Sergeants Bero and Huhn were
also very instrumental in locating the actual flares and the beacons and the strobe lights that were in the water.
Once we did start locating them, Captain Dali was outstanding on the radios, coordinating with them and
calling in all the rescue other aircraft and also the ships that came and actually picked up the downed crew.

Taylor: Sir, it's Captain Taylor again. Could you please spell your last name, and also spell the name of the
captain that you mentioned a couple of times?

Nugent: My last name is Nugent. It's N-U-G-E-N-T. And the captain is Mike Dali. It's D-A-L-I.
Taylor: Yeah. I'm sorry? And to spell out the names of the two other folks that you mentioned, please?

Nugent: Okay. Our flight engineer was Master Sergeant Lori Bero. And her last name is B-E-R-O. And our
boom operator was Tech Sergeant Joe Huhn, whichis H-U-H-N.

Taylor: And can you spell Lori'sfirst name, please?
Nugent: It'sL-O-R-I.

Taylor: Okay, now we're done with spelling. Sorry to drag you through that one. Y ou have some questions here.
Just one second, please.

Q: Did you happen to see any of the wreckage of the B-1 bomber?

Nugent: No, we did not. From the altitude and the time of night that it was, all we could see were either the
flares or the signalling strobes in the water.
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Q: Canyou please tell us how long it took when you began to search for the crew members and when you
found them, and then what that was like, until you spotted them, if there was any tension of any kind?

Nugent: | think | can speak for al of us. There was extreme tension. We had about -- it was about 20-25
minutes from the time that we started turning back towards the last known position until we actually got over
the position. Then we started to circle that area, and once we saw the flare -- actually it was Sgt. Huhn who saw
the flare in the water. The pilot in the water apparently saw our lights and shot a flare. And when we saw that,
we were extremely excited about that. And then shortly thereafter Captain Dali was able to establish radio
contact with the co-pilot of the downed aircraft.

Q: Can you remember the words that were exchanged, those first words between Captain Dali and the peoplein
the water?

Nugent: Thisis Mike Dali right here. | think he'd be better to answer that question.

Dali: Thisis Captain Dali. The first that we did was obviously establish who it was, and then we have a certain
code. We determined which crew member it was, it happened to be the co-pilot from the B-1. And the first
thing that | wanted to know, being a former rescue guy, was what his condition was as far as his physical
condition and what kind of signalling devices he had. So we kind of had a conversation regarding what his
health was, and it happened to be good with just a small laceration to the face. And our next bit of conversation
was how are we going to find you in the middle of the ocean with the rescue ship? Unfortunately, he had lost
some of his equipment in the gjection, but he had one flare left. And we established an orbit over the top of him
at that point and stayed in constant communication. And once the boats got close enough, we had him pop that
flare, and the boat zoomed right in on him.

Q: Thisis Jm Mannion from AFP. This may be a question more for the commander of the B-1. A couple of
times it's been mentioned that you were trying to land. And what I'm trying to figure out is whether you were
trying to land after declaring an emergency, whether you were trying to get back to the airport, or whether this
incident occurred as you were trying to land, returning from a mission.

Steele: I'm sorry; I'm not going to answer exactly what part of the mission that occurred on. | will say we were
attempting to land at Diego Garcia.

Q: Thisisaquestion for the KC-10 crew members:. First, Captain Dali, what was your background in search-
and-rescue? | don't know if you were of the HC-130s. And also, for the KC-10 crew, what is your home base or
unit? Thank you.
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Dali: Okay, thisis Captain Dali. I'll answer the first one. | was an HH-60 pilot, an Air Force rescue pilot. We
did fly in conjunction with the HC-130s, but my primary job was long-range, over-water rescue, which
happened to work out nice. The KC-10 crew isfrom the 79th Air Refueling Squadron, based at Travis Air
Force Base in California.

Q: And thisis a question for Captain Steele. Thisis Thelma Labreque with AP Radio.

Y ou had mentioned that you were not frightened until your parachute was going down. Could you explain what
was going through your mind at that time, just to give people alittle bit of a sense of what you were feeling --
what was your reaction, what was going through your mind, what happened when you hit the water, what were
the other crew members doing? Give us alittle bit of a personal sense of what was going on there.

Steele: Well, it didn't really hit me what happened until | was already under my parachute. At that point, my
mind was racing, and really trying to go through all my proceduresto prepare to land the parachute and prepare
for my recovery. It isavery scary -- very scary to gject from an aircraft, I'll say that. So | had a lot of adrenaline
going. But as soon as | got over that, it was right back to trying to remember my training and do all my
procedures correctly.

Asfar aswhat the other aircrew members were doing, I'm not certain, because they were fairly spread out,
except for | was able to link up with my OSO [offensive systems operator]. And we were just working together,
trying to work our radio procedures out and mark our positions for everybody coming to recover us. And one
thing | should have mentioned earlier -- it's kind of a rough night -- we also had a Navy P-3 out there assisting
with our recovery. It wasflying at alow altitude, searching for us with a spotlight.

And | know they did agreat job, too, finding us and helping to direct our recovery.

Taylor: Maybe one or two more questions. Maybe you two.

Q: We heard how the first co-pilot got plucked out of the water with aflare. How did the other three get
located?

Steele: Who was the question directed to?
Taylor: Whoever can answer that question.

Manetzke: Lieutenant Manetzke here. Basically, as we said earlier, the ship was only within five to six miles of
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the spot. We put our small boats in the water. We had a bearing and range from the ship, which we geared the
small boats on. And we were watching the P- 3 fly overhead with a spotlight, so we kind of -- we used that asa
beacon when we first got in the water and drove to that area.

As we approached the area, we picked up the pilot's light beacon about 1,500 yards or so from where we
arrived. We saw two of them -- obviously the two pilots were linked up together, and then the one off to the
side. Recovered those three guys. And then, as we were making our approach back to the ship with those three
pilots, the fourth pilot shot his flare and we were able to maneuver over to his position and pick him up aswell.
Taylor: Okay, last question.

Q: Captain Steele, Jason Ryan from ABC News. Can you just give us the names of the three other crew
members who were with you on the B-17?

Steele: | would rather not release their names at thistime. | don't know what their personal preferences are as
far as having their names released right now. | will give you their call signs. The other pilot flying with me, call
signis"Rooster;" the offensive systems operator -- call sign "IROC;" and the defensive systems operator, call
sign"Lost."

Taylor: Perhaps you could repeat the call signs one more time for us, please.

Steele: Okay. The other pilot's call sign is Rooster. The OSO'sis IROC, and the DSO'sis Lost.

Taylor: Okay. On the last two, perhaps you could spell them for us.

Steele: Okay. I'll spell it phonetically. The OSO's call sign is India-Romeo-Oscar-Charlie. DSO -- call sign,
Lost -- Lima- Oscar-Sierra-Tango.

Taylor: Okay. For the -- | heard, "Lost. Lima-Oscar-Sierra-Tango." For the other one, | heard, "India-Romeo-
Oscar-Quebec"?

Steele: Negative. That's India-Romeo-Oscar-Charlie.

Taylor: Charlie. Okay. All right. Lost. Okay.
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Gentlemen, thank you very much for your time. | know it's been a challenging, exciting, big day. And
congratulations to everyone involved. Thank you very much.

Steele: Thank you.
Nugent: Thanks.
THISTRANSCRIPT WASPREPARED BY THE FEDERAL NEWS SERVICE, INC., WASHINGTON,

DC. FEDERAL NEWS SERVICE ISA PRIVATE COMPANY. FOR OTHER DEFENSE RELATED
TRANSCRIPTSNOT AVAILABLE THROUGH THISSITE, CONTACT FEDERAL NEWS SERVICE

AT (202) 347-1400.

@ Printer-friendly Version £+ Email A Copy

Contact Us | Privacy & Security Notice | About DefenseLINK | Web Policy

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Dec2001/t12122001_t1212b1.html 12/14/2001




